Antibody against neurofibromatosis type 1 gene product reacts with a triton-insoluble GTPase activating protein toward ras p21.
Cellular fractionation of GTPase activating protein (GAP) activity using bovine cerebral cortex revealed that about half of GAP activity was found in membrane fraction. GAP activity of membrane was not solubilized with 0.5% (v/v) triton X-100 and was immunoprecipitated with antibody against carboxy-terminus of neurofibromatosis type 1 (NF1) gene product. In contrast, soluble GAP activity was precipitated with antibody against GAP but not with anti-NF1. These results suggest that NF1 gene product is a GTPase activating protein toward ras p21 with completely different intracellular distribution from that of GAP.